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This study guide follows The Passion movie. 

 
Before the movie: 

 

The Passion of the Christ movie gives us an historically accurate picture of how Jesus died on the cross. 
After watching the movie, many people ask the question, “Why did Jesus die this way? Why would God 
do this to his only Son?” So that we can know without a doubt, the prophet Isaiah described how the 
future Savior of the world would die and explained why God allowed him to die this way. This prophecy 
was written over 700 years before Jesus was even born: 

 
4 He suffered and endured great pain for us… 5 He was wounded [pierced]1 and crushed because 
of our sins; by taking our punishment, he made us completely well. 6 All of us were like sheep that 
had wandered off. We had each gone our own way, but the Lord gave him the punishment we 
deserved. 7 He was painfully abused, but he did not complain. He was silent like a lamb being led 
to the butcher, as quiet as a sheep having its wool cut off. 8 He was condemned to death without 
a fair trial…. His life was taken away because of the sinful things his people had done. 9 He wasn’t 
dishonest or violent, but he was buried in a tomb among cruel, rich people.  
 
10 The Lord decided his servant would suffer as a sacrifice to take away the sin and guilt of others… 
He did everything the Lord had planned. 11 By suffering, the servant will learn the true meaning of 
obeying the Lord. Although he is innocent, he will take the punishment for the sins of others, so 
that many of them will no longer be guilty. 12 The Lord will reward him with honor and power for 
sacrificing his life. Others thought he was a sinner, but he suffered for our sins and asked God to 
forgive us. (Isaiah 53, CEV) 

 

From this passage, why did God want Jesus to die on a cross? (Now you’re ready to watch the movie!) 

 

 

After the movie: 
 

Now that you know how and why Jesus died on a cross, it’s even more important to know that he did 
this personally for you. Why would Jesus do this for me? Isaiah explained that as well in this passage: 
 

1 Now here is what the Lord says, … “Don’t be afraid, because I have saved you. I have called you 
by name, and you are mine…4 You are precious to me. I give you honor, and I love you. So, I will 
give other people in your place. I will give other nations to save your life. 5 So don’t be afraid. I am 
with you... 6 Bring my sons from far away. Bring my daughters from faraway places…. 7 I made 
them for my glory….” (Isaiah 43, ICB) 

 

 
1 A more accurate translation is pierced according to “2490.chalal,” Brown-Driver-Briggs, Hebrew and English Lexicon, unabridged, electronic 
database (Biblesoft, 2006), https://biblehub.com/hebrew/2490.htm. 

https://www.amazon.com/Passion-Christ-Jim-Caviezel/dp/B08BBPQJ3T/ref=sr_1_1?crid=QYTIFD5UC91&keywords=the+passion+christ&qid=1645825515&sprefix=the+passion+chris%2Caps%2C134&sr=8-1
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According to this passage, how does God feel about you?  

 

Why does God feel this way about you? What does he call you?  

 

If you were the only one who was saved by Jesus’ death, do you think would Jesus have died for 

you? Why? 

 
 
Many people want to know why Jesus’s death had to be so violent. Think about these questions to 

understand: 

 

 

 

 

a. What are some examples of sins that Jesus died for? 

b. Think about who Jesus was dying for. What level of punishment would that require? 

(Think about the people who crucified Jesus, those who start wars, and those who hurt 

children. Is he dying for their sin too?) 

c. What does sin do to our relationship with God? Since God loves us so much, how 

does he feel about sin? Why? 

d. What does God want us to feel and understand about sin from how Jesus died? 

 
Now that we know how Jesus died, why Jesus died, and how God feels about you, let’s learn more about 
how he wants us to respond to his sacrifice: 
 

11 Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he offers 
the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12 But when this priest had offered for all 
time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God… 14 By one sacrifice he has 
made perfect forever those who are being made holy… 18 And where these have been forgiven, 
there is no longer any sacrifice for sin.  
 
19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of 
Jesus… 22 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24 
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. 25 Let us not 
give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another – 
and all the more as you see the Day approaching.  
 
26 If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no 
sacrifice for sins is left, 27 but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will 
consume the enemies of God… 35 So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly 
rewarded. 36 You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive 
what he has promised. 37 For in just a very little while, “He who is coming will come and will not 
delay. But my righteous one will live by faith. And if he shrinks back, I will not be pleased with 
him.” 39 But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who believe 
and are saved. (Hebrews 10, NIV) 
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How does Jesus want us to respond to his sacrifice? Make a list of things you notice in the second 

and third paragraphs. 

 

How do you want to respond to Jesus’s sacrifice and love for you? In what areas do you want 

or need to grow? 

 
This Week: 

1. Take time this week to pray and thank Jesus for his sacrifice on the cross for you. Share with him 
what this sacrifice means to you. 

2. Read the Crucifixion Medical Account to read more about what Jesus actually experienced on 
the cross from research done by a medical doctor. 

3. Consider how Jesus wants us to respond to his death on the cross. What specific changes do you 
want to make in your life to respond in greater ways to his sacrifice for you? 

4. Do you want to know how Jesus’s followers responded to Jesus’s death on the cross? Read the 
book of Acts to find out! You can also complete the Evidence of Jesus study to read historical 
accounts of how early followers showed their commitment to their Lord and Savior. 

5. Do you want to learn how to live a life that overcomes sin? Invite another believer to walk with 
you through Victory over Sin! You can encourage one another and share your journey together. 

https://www.connectthenations.com/the-cross
https://www.connectthenations.com/evidence-for-jesus
https://www.connectthenations.com/victory-over-sin

